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City Council Ordinances, Health Authority
Orders Aim to Reduce Spread of
COVID-19
Late this afternoon the El Paso City Council unanimously agreed to enact an
ordinance aimed at reducing the spread of COVID-19.
Effective immediately tonight all bars, lounges, taverns, arcades, and private
clubs shall close and remain closed for at least two weeks.
In addition, restaurants must reduce their capacity to half of their maximum
occupancy. Restaurant owners should also ensure a maximum of six persons
per table with at least six feet between tables. Restaurants which are
combined with a bar area may remain open but the bar area should only be
used to extend the food service area while maintaining the social distancing
requirements.
Dr. Hector Ocaranza presented the plan to City Council who acknowledged the
fact that financial assistance and housing and utility security will be needed in
order to minimize the effect of the loss of income to those affected. Ocaranza
says the decision was difficult but necessary during this pandemic.

“These emergency orders are being implemented to help halt the spread of
COVID-19. For these measures to be as effective as possible, it is important
that residents of all ages answer the call to remain at home unless they need
to leave as a necessity,” Ocaranza said. “Our public health team and City
Council are doing everything in their power to ensure the community’s health,
and everyone must do their part as well to help stop this pandemic.”
Ocaranza also issued orders related to workplaces, senior centers, and day
care centers.
Further information and details are available at www.EPHealth.com at the
COVID-19 page.
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COVID-19 Scam Alert
Beware of door-to-door scammers pretending to do in-home testing for the
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19). The Department of Public Health will NEVER
go door-to-door or do in-home tests for COVID-19.

El Paso Municipal Court Cancellations
Action to Slow the Spread of COVID-19
Out of an abundance of caution and in response to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the El Paso Municipal Court will cancel and automatically reset hearings
scheduled through Friday, April 3, at 810 E. Overland (notices will be mailed
out once a new hearing is set).

The Court encourages people not to come to court if they have traveled
internationally, have come in contact with a person with COVID-19, believe
they may have COVID-19, are experiencing symptoms similar to COVID-19 or
have flu-like symptoms or a fever.
Residents are urged to call or email the court to reschedule a hearing. The
Court also encourages attorneys who know that clients, witnesses, or others
have such a condition to alert the court in advance.
The following will be in effect at the court through Friday, April 3:
·

No Jury Trials scheduled for March 26 and 27. Jurors do not appear
and are excused.
·
Northeast Hearings at 9600 Dyer remain in session. Individuals are
encouraged to utilize video arraignment option at 10780-A Pebble Hills, 4801
Osborne or 9011 Escobar to speak with the judge.
·
Parking Adjudication Hearings at 810 E. Overland are remain in
session. Scheduled individuals are expected to appear.
·
All Municipal Court activities to include Juvenile Case Management
Classes, Youth Delinquency Prevention Classes, and Teen Court will be
suspended in March and April.

·

The following options are available to stay up to date with the El
Paso Municipal Court:
·
By phone – (915) 212-0215
Online chat & website: http://www.elpasotexas.gov/municipal-courts
·
Pay Online: www.citepayusa.com
·
Pay by Phone: (915) 212-0232
·
Email: defendants@elpasotexas.gov

Juarez Officials Confirm First
Coronavirus Case
Chihuahua government officials confirmed the first case of coronavirus in
Ciudad Juarez.
In a press release, Jesus Enrique Grajeda Herrera with the state’s health
department said a 29-year-old man is in isolation at his home in Juarez.

The man traveled to Italy and returned on March 12. He later began to show
symptoms of muscle pain and headache, Herrera said.
Herrera said they expected cases of the virus in the city and is urging people in
the community not to panic.
The man who was diagnosed appears to be recovering well from the virus
Herrera said.
Epidemiology director Gumaro Barrios said that as of Tuesday, eight people
showed possible signs, but only this latest case of the 29-year-old man has
been confirmed. Three people are waiting for official results.
Mexico has confirmed nearly 100 cases of coronavirus in the country so far.
A safety campaign is being used in Juarez to educate the public about what
safety measures they should take during this time.
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